
Questioning
Improving Comprehension



Norms

We will all work to:
– Learn
– Be Cooperative
– Be on Time
– Be Flexible
– Be Forgiving
– Be Responsible
– Be Respectful of Others

Please turn all 
cell phones to 

off or silent.



Professional Development 

Modules for Teachers
• Consult the Research
• Connect to the Core
• ALL Kids Can
• Take Action



Questioning 
Improving Comprehension

In this module, we will explore…
• Why asking questions from all levels of Bloom’s 

taxonomy improves comprehension
• How questioning that takes students back to 

the text fosters improved achievement on 
standardized assessments

• How framing questions and responses engages 
students at all reading and language levels



Kinds of Questions

“Questioning has long been used by teachers as a 
way to guide and monitor student learning. 
‘Research shows that teacher questioning strongly 
supports and advances students’ learning from 
reading’ (Armbruster, Lehr, and Osborn, 2001).”

V. Zygouris-Coe & C. Glass (2005)
http://www.itrc.ucf.edu/forpd/strategies/stratqar.html



Test Questions

• Consider the test questions listed.
• Which question requires the student to recall or 

reread for factual information?
• Which question asks the student to interpret or 

infer an answer.



Challenging Questions

Which question is more challenging for students to 
answer correctly? Why is this so?



Bloom’s Taxonomy

Six Levels
1. Knowledge
2. Comprehension
3. Application
4. Analysis
5. Synthesis
6. Evaluation



What’s the Level?

• Read the questions based on 
The Little Red Hen.

• Highlight question stems that connect 
with Bloom’s taxonomy.

• Identify the level of Bloom’s taxonomy 
for each question.



Try It! 

Level the Question
• Identify and discuss the levels of Bloom’s 

Taxonomy for these questions taken from a 
variety of grade-level reading selection. 

• Highlight question stems.



Level the Question 

Answer Key
1. Analysis - requires reader to differentiate between 

character qualifications
2. Knowledge - straight recall from the text
3. Evaluation - requires reader to make a judgment
4. Application - reader must use information about 

building house and choosing a job (apply) for himself 
or herself

5. Synthesis - reader must generalize the situation in the 
story to his/her own experience

6. Analysis - reader must contrast the two types 
of homes



Levels on the CST

• Read the brief passage and the questions that 
follow on the next page.

• Identify the level of each question 
(Bloom’s Taxonomy).

• Highlight words or phrase in the questions that 
might be challenging for your students.



Reviewing the Levels

1. Level: Comprehension 
Challenging word: sentence

2. Level: Comprehension 
Challenging words: as soon as

3. Level: Knowledge 
Challenging words: solve his problem

4. Level: Analysis 
Challenging words: BEST tells

5. Level: Application or Analysis 
Challenging words: BEST described



Complex Questions

• With which questions will students have the 
most trouble?

• At what grade level should the more complex 
levels of questions be introduced?



Try It! 

Kindergarten/Grade 1
• Read the passages and the questions in the 

comprehension section of the second grade 
CST Released Items. Identify the level of each 
question (Bloom’s Taxonomy).

• Discuss the prompts.



Try It! 

Grades 2 through 6
• Read the passages and the questions in the 

comprehension section of your grade level’s  
CST Released Items. 

• Identify the level of each question (Bloom’s 
Taxonomy).

• Highlight words or phrases that might cause 
your students to misunderstand the question.

• Discuss the prompts.



Using Academic Language

“Teach and consistently incorporate into your 
questions words that have been shown to trip up 
at-risk students on standardized tests. Some of 
these words include analyze, infer, trace, explain, 
and contrast.”

L. Bell (2003)
Strategies That Close the Gap



Common Academic Language 
on the CST

• In the sentence above, the author uses the word _____
• What is _____ MOST likely to do?
• Which sentence BEST tells…
• How did _____ solve his problem?
• This story is BEST described as a… (genre choices)
• Which of these is a theme in this story?
• Which words are ANTONYMS?
• Which is NOT a complete sentence?
• In the last paragraph, the author…
• This passage teaches…



Your Academic Language Use

1. Do you consistently refer to the writer of a piece 
as the author?

2. Do you ask students to compare things by using 
phrases such as most likely or least likely?

3. Do your students know the difference between a 
phrase, sentence, paragraph and passage?

4. Do your students know the characteristics of 
various genres?

5. Do you use the words antonym and synonym routinely 
in your language arts lessons?  

6. Do you expect students to use these terms as well?



Where is the Answer?

Questions Answer Relationships 
(QAR) A way to help students 
understand that answers are 
related to the type of question that 
is asked and where to find the 
answers.

T. Raphael (1986) 
Teaching Question Answer Relationships, Revisited



Finding the QAR

• Read the passage.
• Identify the Question Answer Relationship 

(QAR) for each question.



Finding the QAR 
Answer Key

Author and Me

On My Own

Right There

Think and Search



Bloom and QAR: 

We Speak the Same Language



Inferential Questions

“If inferential understanding is desired, 
a student’s question answering behavior can 
be shaped by the questions that require them 
to connect information in the text to their 
knowledge base.”

V. Zygouris-Coe & C. Glass (2005)
http://www.itrc.ucf.edu/forpd/strategies/stratqar.html



Teach the Challenging Question

How can we intentionally plan and teach students 
ways to “tackle” questions at these levels, 
especially when reading on their own?



Making Inferences Lesson 
Example 1

Read the scenario.



Analyze This

Share your thoughts about the questions listed.



Making Inferences Lesson 
Example 2
QuickTime™ and a

YUV420 codec decompressor
are needed to see this picture.



Making Inferences Lesson 
Example 2

Share your thoughts about the questions listed.



Compare and Contrast

Which lesson example better prepares students to 
answer the “tough questions?” Why?



HMR Video Lesson ExampleQuickTime™ and a
YUV420 codec decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



Talk About It! 

HMR Video Lesson Example
Discuss the prompts.



OCR Video Lesson ExampleQuickTime™ and a
YUV420 codec decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



Talk About It! 

OCR Video Lesson Example
Discuss the prompts.



Find the Questions

Browse your Teacher’s Edition for questions in the 
components listed.



Question Planning  Example



Plan a Question

• Choose a question from an upcoming lesson in 
your Teacher’s Edition.

• Identify the level of the question (Bloom’s).
• Reword the question by using academic 

language or increasing the level of complexity.
• Record notes on the QAR and support for 

students’ answers.



Try It! 

Purposeful Question Planning
• Choose two or more questions from an 

upcoming lesson in your Teacher’s Edition.
• Identify the level of complexity (Bloom’s).
• Reword the question by using academic 

language or increasing the level of complexity.
• Record notes on the QAR and support for 

students’ answers.



Planning Intervention

• Locate the pages from your core support 
materials in Resources & References.

• Read the leveled passage.
• What questions are provided in the Guide 

or Handbook?
• Add one more question that will deepen 

the level of thinking required to answer 
the question.



Try It! 

Planning Intervention
• Study the support material lessons for an 

upcoming unit with your grade-level team.
• Plan intervention lessons by using the 

steps listed.



That’s the Question!

How can we frame all levels of questions 
for English learners in order to support 
their comprehension AND increase their 
language proficiency?



CELDT Levels 
California English Language Development Test Levels

• Beginning
• Early Intermediate
• Intermediate
• Early Advanced
• Advanced

California Department of Education (2006)
Assistance Packet for School District/Schools



A Planning Example



Adapt the Question

• Return to the Teacher’s Edition question you 
revised in Connect to the Core.

• Adapt this question to the five CELDT levels. Be 
sure to include academic language. Use the 
examples from the previous page for support.



Try It! 

English Learner Responses

• How might you expect students to 
respond (expressive language) to the 
adapted questions?

• Use the listed corresponding lesson 
pages in your core support materials.



Bookmark Reminder



Intentional Questioning

• Teach the lesson with the question you 
reframed in this module.

• Reflect on the lesson.
• Share your reflections at your next 

grade-level meeting.



Reflection

• Three things I learned about questions…
• Two things I don’t want to forget when I prepare 

questions for comprehension lessons…
• One thing I will try starting tomorrow 

in the classroom…

Complete the                    form and detach
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